
Part 3: The First Week

SEN Conference 2023 - Tuesday Opening Session

‘Giving’ the First Week

‘Giving’ the First Week

P & F contrasted with 
its opposite


Graces of mercy, 
forgiveness, healing

Prayer:


•imaging  rebellion against 
God, hell, sinner before 
loving God


•Colloquy: before Jesus 
hanging on the cross, 
mercy, threefold

Gentle, non-judging, enabling greater vulnerability 

Effect: 


•Undoing illusions of 
self


•Transforming images 
of God, Self & Sin


•Discernment: life & 
death - attraction of 
mercy & forgiveness


•Dream redeemeddiscernment rules [9 - 313-327] 

in desolation [7] be gentle & kind

Challenge of medieval imagery, theology of sin

Annotation 18:  

Requires “creative 
fidelity” 

What enables this 
person to engage 

deeply with the 
intention of this 

exercise

Focus on desire in the midst of disturbance

May need to articulate the ‘head stuff’ - questions about theology…

Value of colloquy - seeking grace - frustration reveals desire

Annotation 3: rousing affections - needs greater reverence 



What is needed of me?


What is this affirming of my approach?


What ‘growing edge’ is this revealing?


What grace do I need?

‘Giving’ the First Week


